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I INTHECLALMS 

j 

Pleas^ amend the claims as follows: 



1 , ; (Original) Method of detecting the reliability of a field of movement 

I 

vectors of one image in a sequence of video images, characterized in that it includes a 
stage of calculating a stability parameter Det_Stab(t) for the field, on the basis of a 
comparison (4), over two successive images, of the number of occurrences of the majority 



vectors of the movement- vectors fields of each of these images, a field being defined as 
stable if the variation in the number of occurrences lies within a predefined braclcet, and i 
stage of deciding on reliability (7) on the basis of this stability parameter. 



2. I (Original) Method according to Claim 1, characterized in that it also 
includes a stajge of calculating a disturbance parameter Det_Dist(t) for the field, on the 
basis of a corhparison (5), over two successive images, of the number of occurrences of 
the movement vector corresponding to the majority vector of one of the two images (2, 3), 
a field being defined as not disturbed if the variation in the number of occurrences lies 
within a predefined bracket, and in that the decision stage (7) is also based on this 
disturbance parameter. 

3. I (Original) Method according to Claim 1, characterized in that it also 
includes a sta^e of calculating a disturbance parameter DetJOist(t) for the field, a field 
being defined] as not disturbed if the variation in the number of occurrence/; of the zero 
vector in the movement-vectors field, between two successive images, lies within a 
predefined br^ket, and in that the decision stage (7) is also based on this disturbance 
parameter. 

4. (Original) Method according to Claim 1 » characterized in that it includes a 
stage of calcujlating, for an image (t), a time-domain stability state Stabl_Stat(t) (6) on the 
baiiis of the st'ability parameters I>et_Stab(t) for this image and of P-1 preceding images 
(4). a state being declared as sUble if a minimum number Q of stable fields is detected 
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among these! P images, P and Q being integers such that P > Q, and in chat the decision 

stage (7) is also based on this stability state. 

5. : (Currently Amended) Method according to Clainn 2, characterized in that it 
includes, for an image (t), a stage of calculating a disturbance state Dist_Sut(t) (6), on the 
basis of the <>isturbance parameters Det_Dist (t) for this image and forihe-M-1 preceding 
images (5), a state being declared to be disturbed or not disturbed depending on whether a 
minimum number L of non-disturbed fields are detected among these M images, M and L 
being integers such that M > sind in that the decision stage (7) is also based on this 

disturbance state. 

j 

6. ; (Original) Method according to Claim 5. characterized in that it also 
includes a stage of calculating a stability parameter Dei_Stab(t) for the field, on the basis 
of a comparison (4), over two successive images, of the number of occurrences of the 
majority vectors of the movemeni-vectors fields of each of these images, a field being 
defined as stable if the variation in the number of occurrences lies within a predefined 
bracket, and in that a vector field is declared to be reliable if a stable field and a non- 
disturbed state are detected. 

I 

7. . (Currently Amended)Method according to Claim 4, characterized in that it 
also includes; for an image (t), a stage of calculating a disturbance parameter DeL.Dist(t) 
for the field, on the basis of a comparison (5), over two successive images, of the number 
of occurrences of the movement vector corresponding to the majority vector of one of the 
two images (2, 3), a field being defined as not disturbed if the variation in the number of 
occurrences IJes within a predefined bracket, as well as a stage of calcuJating a disturbance 
state Dist_Stat(t) (6) on the basis of the disturbance parameters Det_Dist(t) for this image 
and for the-M-1 preceding images (5), a state being declared as disturbed or not disturbed 
depending ori whether a minimum number Q of non-dlsturbcd fields are detected or not 
detected amohg these M Images, M and Q being strictly positive integers, and in thai a 
vector field is declared to be reliable if a stable field, a disturbed and stable state are 
detected. 
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8. i (Currently Amended) Method according to Claim 1 characterized in that 

the occurrenbes of the vectors are relative to the value of the horizontal component of 
these vectors. 

9. I (Original) Method according to Claim 1, characterized in that the decision 
stage (7) also takes into account a parameter for the detection of saturation of the 
movement-vbctors field. 

i 

10. ' (Chiginal) Method according to Claim 1, characterized in that the decision 
stage (7) also takes into account a parameter for detection of a change of scene in the 
video sequence. 

i 

11. I (Original) Device for detecting reliability of a movement-vector field of 
one image firbm an image sequence, characterized in that it includes: 

- means (4) for comparing, over two successive images* the number of occurrences 
of the majorijty vectors of the movement- vectors fields of each of these images, 

- mcsms for calculating a stability parameter I>et_Stab(t) for the field, on the basis 
of the comparison result, a field being defined as stable if the variation in the number of 
occurrences ^ies within a predefined bracket, 

- and peans for deciding on reliability (7) on the basis of this stability parameter. 

! 

1 2. ; (Original) Device according to Claim J I , characterized in that it also 
Includes: 

- means (4) for comparing, over two successive images, the number of occurrences 
of the movement vector corresponding to the majority vector of one of the two images, 

- meains for calculating a disturbance parameter Det J)ist(t) for the field, a field 
being defined as not disturbed if the variation in the number of occurrences lies within a 
predefined bracket, 

- the tneans for deciding on reliability (7) aJso taking this disturbance parameter 
into account. ; 
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13. i (Original) Frequency converter, characterized in that it comprises a device 
according tOi Claim 1 1 . 

14- I (Original) Video coder, characterized in that it comprises a detection 

device accoixling to Claim 1 1. 

i 

i 

15. j (New) Method according to Claim 2 characterized in that the occurrences 

of the vector^ are relative to the value of the horizontal component of these vectors. 

I 
! 

16. : (New) Method according to Claim 3 characterized in that the occunences 
of ihc vcctor{i are relative to the value of the horizontal component of these vectors. 
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